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CONTRACTS— UTAH  EXPEDITION. 


LETTER 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR, 


l-i    ANSWER    TO 


A  resolution  of  the  House  calling  for  a  statement  of  all  contracts  made 
in  connexion  ivith  (lie  Utah  expedition. 


Ai mi.  7,  1858  — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  April  6,  ISoS". 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  resolution  adopted  hy  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  5th  instant,  calling  for  "  a  full  and  minute  state- 
ment of  all  contracts  made  in  connexion  with  the  Utah  expedition,  the 
names  of  tlie  ])ersons  with  whom  such  contracts  were  made,  and  also 
tlie  i)rices  paid,  or  to  be  paid,  for  horses,  mules,  corn,  and  all  other 
articles  furnished  for  said  expedition  ;  the  places  where  the  horses 
mules,  &c.,  are  to  he  delivered,  and  the  prices  to  he  jiaid  for  trans- 
portation of  all  such  supplies;  also  designating  what  contracts,  if  any 
were  made  without  jiuhlic  notice  or  advertising,  and  if  advertised,  "in 
what  modes  and  at  what  places." 

In  reply,  I  liave  tlie  honor  to  transmit,  herewith;  reports  from  the 
Quartermaster  General  and  Commissary  General  of  iSuhsistence,  which 
give  the  information  desired,  so  liir  as  it  is  in  the  possession  of  this 
department. 

A  (juartermaster  has  been  sent  to  Fort  Leavetiwortli,  with  direc- 
tions to  purchase  tlie  recpiisitc  number  of  mules  for  the  army,  at  the 
lowest  market  price.  Wliat  progress  he  may  have  made  in  those 
purchases,  this  de|)artment  is  not,  as  yet,  informed. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  I!.  FLOVD, 

JSccrelarif  of  War. 

Hon.  Jame.s  L.  Okr, 

Speaker  House  of  Representatives. 
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Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washington  City,  April  6,  1858. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  statement,  in  tabular  form,  made 
under  your  orders,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentativesj  adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lovejoy^,  on  the  5tli  instant, 
containing  the  information  sought  for  by  it,  so  far  as  it  can  be  obtained 
in  this  office. 

The  only  contracts  that  have  been  made  for  articles  and  supplies 
this  year  for  the  Utali  expedition,  or  for  their  transportation,  as  far 
as  it  is  known  to  me,  are  noticed  in  the  statement  ;  and  the  only  no- 
tice or  advertisement  inviting  bids  for  contracts  that  has  been  pub- 
lished is  the  one  calling  for  proposals  for  the  transportation  of  supplies 
from  depots  on  the  Missouri  river  to  Utah  and  the  posts  in  New  Mex- 
ico, Kansas,  and  Nebraska.  That  advertisement  was  published  in  the 
following  papers,  viz  : 

The  Kansas  Herald,  Leavenworth,  Kansas  Territory. 

Platte  Argus,  Weston,  Missouri. 

St.  Joseph  Gazette,  St.  Joseph,  Missouri. 

Liberty  Tribune,  Liberty,  Missouri. 

Western  Dispatch,  Independence,  Missouri. 

American  Citizen,  Lexington,  Missouri. 

Glasgow  Times,  Glasgow,  Missouri. 

Although  only  one  printed  notice  calling  for  bids  was  given,  yet  it 
is  proper  to  state  that  twentyrseven  written  propositions  to  sell  horses 
and  mules  for  the  public  service  have  been  received  at  this  office. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.    S.  JESUP, 
Quartermaster  General. 
Hon.  J.  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War,  Wasliington,  D.  C. 


Statement  of  all  contracts  and  purchases  of  supplies  made  by  the  sub- 
sistence department  in  connexion  tvith  the  "  Utah  expedition ;"  the 
names  of  the  contractors  and  of  the  persons  from  tvhom  purchases 
tuere  made  ;  the  prices  to  be  paid  under  contracts,  and  the  prices  paid 
for  sup2)lies  purchased ;  together  ivith  the  places  at  ivhich  the  supplies 
contracted  for  and p)urchased  are  to  be  delivered. 

CONTRACT.S. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1858,  a  contract  was  made  with  Robert  L. 
Armistead  and  John  W.  Reid  for  furnishing  beef  cattle  (unworked 
steers)  as  follows  : 

At  Fort  Leavenworth,  K.  T.,  250  head  by  April  1,  1858,  at  $G  per 
100  pounds  net  weight. 

At  Fort  Kearny,  K.  T.,  500  head  by  May  20,  1858,  at  $7  per  100 
pounds  net  weight. 
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At  Fort  Laramie,  N.  T.,  750  head  by  June  15,  1858,  at  $8  per  100 
pounds  net  weight. 

At  Salt  Lake  City,  U.  T.,  1,500  head  by  August  15, 1858,  at  $10  50 
per  100  pounds  net  weight.  This  contract  was  entered  into  without 
public  notice,  after  which  the  contractors  proceeded  to  execute  it ;  but 
finding  the  prices  inadequate,  as  they  alleged,  and  declaring  their  in- 
ability to  comply  with  its  terms,  petitioned  the  department  to  be  re- 
leased, which  was  granted,  and  a  commissary  immediately  ord?red  to 
make  tlie  purchases  in  open  market. 

In  March,  1858,  a  contract  was  entered  into  with  Russell,  Majors  & 
Waddell  for  furnishing  "  beef  cattle"  (oxen  from  the  trains)  as 
follows ; 

At  Great  Salt  Lake  City  (or  vicinity,)  U,  T.,  3,500  head,  between 
October  1,  1858,  and  January  1,  1860,  at  $7  50  per  100  pounds  net 
weight.     This  contract  was  made  without  public  notice. 

PURCHASES. 

Purchases  made  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  as  follows  : 

In  February,  1858,  of  L.  E.  Forsyth,  5,478  bushels  "  white  navy 
beans/'  at  $1  85  per  bushel. 

Of  McEnnis  &  Co.,  1,200  bushels  "fine  salt"  at  40  cents  per 
bushel. 

Of  E.  Schneider  &  Co.,  "solar  sperm  candles,"  (no  quantity  named,) 
at  24  cents  per  pound. 

Of  E.  Sclineider  &  Co.,  extra  No.  1  soap,  (no  quantity  named,)  at 
5^  cents  per  pound. 

Of  J.  H.  Garnhart,  34,000  gallons  of  "  clarified  cider  vinegar,"  at 
4f  cents  per  gallon. 

Of  Belcher's  Sugar  Refining  Comi)any,  525,000  pounds  (more  cr 
less)  refined  white  sugar,  at  'J.',  cents  per  pound. 

Of  D.  A.  January  i*^-  Co.  and  Wm.  M.  Morrison  .t  Co.,  175,000 
pounds  "  prime  coflee,"  (part  purcliased  of  each  firm,)  at  lOA  and  llj 
cents  ])er  jiound. 

Of  W.  L.  Ewing  i\l-  Co.,  84,000  pounds  of  rice,  at  4|  cents  per 
pound. 

Of  John  J.  Roe  iV.-  i'o.,  1,088,000  pounds  of  "  city  cured  clear  bacon 
sides,"  at  10  cents  per  pound. 

Of  J.  &  E.  Walsh,  10,000  liags  extra  flour,  (100  pounds  each,)  at 
$3  25  jier  bag. 

Of  George  Pegram,  from  1,000  to  20,000  sacks  of  extra  St.  Louis 
flour,  of  )00  pounds  each,  at  .$3   25  per  sack. 

The  above  i)urcliases  were  made  from  proposals  under  advei'tisement. 

Tlie  following  supplies  liave  been  ordered  to  be  purchased  in  New 
York,  and  forwarded  as  Ibllows  : 

January  18,  1858 — 41,000  rations  "mixed  vegetables  '  to  Fort 
Leavenworth,  for  "troops  on  march  to  Utah." 

35,000  rations  "  mixed  vegetables"  and  (),000  rations  "  desieated 
potatoes"  ti)  Fort  Kearny,  for  "  troops  on  march  to  Utah." 

44,000  rations  "  mixed  vegetables"  and  IS, (100  rations  "  dcsicated 
potatoes"  to  Fort  Laramie,  lor  "  troojis  on  march  to  Utah,"  on  the 
28tii  January,  1858. 
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600,000  rations  "mixed  vegetables"  and  255,000  rations  "desicated 
potatoes,"  for  Utah. 

The  desicated  vegetables  have  been  or  will  be  purchased  from  Cassin, 
agent  of  Chollet  &  Co.  ;  but  the  prices  have  not  yet  been  reported  to 
the  department.  It  is  supposed,  however,  that  they  will  not  cost 
more  than  one  cent  per  ration. 

A.  E.  SHIRAS, 
Captain,  Acting  C.  G.  S. 
Office  Commissary  General  Subsistence, 
Washington,  April  6,  1858. 


Schedule  of 'prices  per  hundred  pounds,  per  hundred  miles,  to  he  paid  to 
Russell,  Majors  d-  Waddell,  contractors  for  transportation  of  military 
stores  and  supplies,  under  an  agreement  hettuecn  Major  General  Tho. 
S.  Jesup,  Quartermaster  General  United  States  army,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  said  firm  of  Russell,  31ajors  d-  Waddell,  bear- 
ing date  at  Wasldngton  city,  on  the  IGthday  of  January,  1858. 


Names  of  posts  or  places  from 
which  stores  lire  to  betaken 
up. 


Periods  of  starling  from  points  inentionod  in  the  agree- 
ment above  referred  to,  and  lates  of  payment,  except 
on  hard  bread,  liacon,  pine  lumber,  and  sliingles,  pro- 
vided for  in  Article  VIII  of  the  agreement. 
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^  00 

To  Fort  Kiarnj"  and  inter- 
mediate posts |$a  55 

'i'o  Fort  Ijiiamie  and  posts  be- 
yond Fort   Kearnv 3  55 

To'  Great  Salt  Ijd<'e  City,  or 
depot  in  Utah,  and  point  be- 
yond Fort  Laramie .,,.    4  00 
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i2  90   $2  00  ;$I  35 
2  90      2  00      1  35 


$1  50 
I   70 


2  90      1  80  i   1  80      1  80 


o 

«  a 


Ms 

so 


$2  00   $2  90     $4  00 
2  00     ,T  00       4  50 

2  20      :i  00        4  50 


The  above  tabular  rates  are  to  govern  for  all  transportation  not  exceeding  in  the  aggro- 
pate  ten  millions  (.rHuiinds.  and  for  the  (irst  additional  five  njillions  of  ]ioiindK,  or  any 
part  thereof,  tliey  shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  per  centum  advance  on  these 
tabular  rates  ;  and  for  all  over  and  above  said  fifteen  millions  of  pounds,  which  they  may 
be  reipiircil  to  transport  under  this  agreement,  an  a'lvance  of  thirty-live  [>er  centum  on 
these  tabular  rates  shall  be  pajil  the  contractors. 
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Sialement  shoicing  the  contracts  made  in  connexion  with  the  Utah  expe- 
dition, their  dates,  the  persons  with  whom  they  were  made,  the  articles 
contracted  for,  the  pi-ices  to  be  paid,  and  the  places  of  delivery  ;  pre- 
pared in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  adopted 
on  the  oth  of  April,  1858. 


Date  of 
contract. 


With  whom  made. 


Articles  contractetl     Price  to  be       Place  of  de- 
for.  paid.  liver)'. 


1858. 


Feb. 


10 
13 

24 


March 


Jan. 


18 

1 
16 


A.  M.  White  &  Co loO  array  wagons 

Beggs  &  Kowland 50 Id.. 

Xeil  JIcAlwayne 50 do 

Philip  Dorn 50 d.. 

W.  H.  Talbotto 100 do 

100  sets  harness,  om- 
plete  for  6  mules  . . 


R.  H.  Hartley  &  Co 

J.  W.  Singleton  &  Co. .. 


1,500  civalrv  horses- 


Pacific  Railroad  Co.f  -- 

Russell,  Majors  &  ^\'ad- 

dellt 


$141  each. 
141 
140 
135 
140 

49  p.  set. 
159  each. 


Pittsburg 

Philadelphia  .. 

Pittsburg 

Cincinnati 

Saint  Louis 


Pittsburg 

Fort       Leaven- 
wo  rth 


"  The  terms  of  the  contract  awarded  to  Mr.  Talbott  were  understood  and  agreed 
upon,  but,  as  he  failed  to  execute  it  and  give  bonds  for  its  fulfilment,  the  same  number 
of  wagons  was  ordered  to  be  made  in  Philadelphia,  by  the  consent  and  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  at  S141  each. 

f  The  exclusive  transportation  by  railroad  and  steamboats  of  all  the  troops  and  military 
supplies,  except  such  as  may  lie  transported  in  government  steamers,  from  St.  Louis  to 
Fort  Leavenworth,  or  such  other  point  or  points  on  the  Missouri  river  as  may  be  selected 
for  temporary  depots,  has  been  given  to  this  company.  The  company  is  t.i  be  paid  for  the 
transportation  of  ofticers  and  tr.iops  t..  F..rt  Leavenworth  at  the  rata  of  S12  for  each  officer 
and  of  $(!  for  each  enlisted  man,  laundress,  or  officer's  servant ;  and  f..r  all  supplies,  the 
current  rates  charged  by  steamers  ..n  the  Missouri  river  at  the  time  of  shipment.  The 
time  fixed  for  the  delivery  of  troi.ps  or  supplies  at  F..rt  Leavenworth  .>r  Atchison  is  5  days. 
and  at  Table  creek  7  days,  under  a  f..rfciturc  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  entire  amount  of 
freight  that  may  be  due  on  the  shipment. 

J  For  the  tiansporbition  ..f  all  military  supplies  re.juired  in  Utah,  ..r  at  the  p.)sts  on  the 
route  to  Utah,  at  rat.s  sh..wn  by  the  tabular  statement  herewith.  The  greater  part  of 
the  siipplii>s  will  be  f.rwarded  during  the  months  in  which  the  lowest  rates  govern. 

TH.   S.   .lESUP, 

Qiinrlerniasltr  Gmeral. 

QuABTEBMASTEB  Cenebal's  OmcE.   April  C,  1858. 
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